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NW Montana
PEAKS & VALLEYS

Margaret E. Davis
A Kalispell Code Girls 

United team will represent 
Montana at the nationwide 
Congressional App Challenge 
for an app they designed to 
combat human trafficking.

The Tech Trio team, which 
includes Emma Anderson, 
Isabelle Ashley and Makayla 
Davenport, advanced to the 
national level after winning 
Montana’s Congressional dis-
trict contest with their app, 
“Found.” This is the second 
year the Tech Trio has won at 
the state level and the fourth 
year the girls have worked 
together as a team.

In June, the team’s app will 
go up against ones created 
by students from around the 
nation for a chance to be put 
on display at the U.S. Capitol 
Building in Washington, D.C., 
for a year.

The Tech Trio team 
designed “Found” after read-
ing news reports about human 
trafficking, particularly among 
Indigenous communities. The 
group also learned that teens 
and young adults, people with 
limited resources, are targeted 
by human traffickers.

The app allows users across 
the U.S. to send and access 
information on missing indi-
viduals near them, according to 
the team’s app description. The 
information includes details 
such as age, height and last 

known location. Users may 
also report suspicious activ-
ities to the National Human 
Trafficking Hotline and local 
law enforcement.

The app is also intended to 
educate users by helping them 
identify signs of human traf-
ficking. As teens themselves, 
team members also designed a 
simulation feature to “prepare 
teens and online adults for 
online trafficking threats such 
as manipulation and luring 
[tactics],” they could potentially 
encounter. Additionally, users 
can explore different statistics 
to learn the extent of the issue.

“We want to empower them 
and give them a resource in 

their communities to help com-
bat this problem,” Davenport 
said.

Davenport said the team 
talked with Nic McKinley, 
founder of the nonprofit 
DeliverFund in Whitefish, to 
learn more about the issue 
and gain feedback on what to 
include that would be most 
beneficial to users.

“Through him we were able 
to find out that most trafficking 
started online,” Davenport said, 
on social media platforms such 
as Facebook, Instagram and 
Snapchat.

“Traffickers groom teens 
and befriend them,” she said, 
tactics used to manipulate and 

gain trust with victims.
“It’s really scary to be quite 

honest,” she said.
From concept to prototype, 

The Tech Trio spent about 60 
to 80 hours developing the app, 
which included researching, 
surveying and talking to peo-
ple, and writing a 10-page busi-
ness plan, Davenport said. The 
team is currently working on 
debugging the app.

“To get it in the market, 
first of all, we’d have to do a 
lot of debugging and refining,” 
she said, and there would be a 
minimal one-time fee.

“It would be amazing to 
actually get it out on the 
Google Play Store,” Davenport 
said, noting that the team 
would like it to be free.

To view the team’s pitch 
video visit https://bit.ly/40T-
mgzt. A video demonstrating 
the app may be viewed at 
https://bit.ly/3JWrtQL.

Code Girls United is an 
after-school program that teach-
es coding and business skills 
to Montana girls in fourth 
through 12th grade.

“Coding has given us an 
amazing opportunity to grow in 
a field that’s mostly male-domi-
nated,” Davenport said, who is 
already planning to study com-
puter programming in college.

For more information about 
the Code Girls program, visit 
https://codegirlsunited.org.

Reporter Hilary Matheson may be 
reached at 758-4431.

Teens to represent Montana at national app challenge
By HILARY MATHESON
Daily Inter Lake

CODE GIRLS United Tech Trio members, from left to right, 
are Makayla Davenport, Emma Anderson and Isabelle Ashley 
designed an app that will go up against students from around the 
country at the Congressional App Challenge. (Photo provided)

CODE GIRLS

The Whitefish Lake Institute 
is hosting the Montana Lakes 
Conference this fall and is 
taking science abstract submis-
sions now in preparation for 
the gathering. 

The conference runs Oct. 
18-20 with the theme conference 
being “Montana Lakes at Risk; 
Challenges and Opportunities.”

The conference is expected 
to gather participants from aca-
demic, nonprofit, government, 
business organizations, and the 

public to discuss scientific and 
applied studies presenting chal-
lenges facing Montana’s Lakes 
while also providing solutions 
and success stories brought 
about through best manage-
ment practices, policy, and citi-
zen-led conservation efforts.

A pre-conference workshop 
led by water mitigation experts 
from fourworlds.org on the 
topic of water conflict manage-
ment and transformation will 
be open to the public and con-

ference attendees.
The conference will be held 

at The Lodge at Whitefish 
Lake. Developed to exchange 
knowledge, ideas and experi-
ences, and to introduce new 
approaches to help manage and 
protect our lakes, the confer-
ence will celebrate Montana’s 
lakes and the people who work 
to understand and protect 
them. 

Attendees will have the 
opportunity to immerse them-

selves in innovative, practical, 
and applied lake manage-
ment techniques and current 
research. Networking oppor-
tunities will allow attendees 
with varied experiences to 
compare notes and collaborate 
on important lake management 
issues. 

Registration for the con-
ference begins in August. 
For more information, visit  
https://whitefishlake.org/mlc-
2023-home/ or call 406-862-4327.

Montana Lakes Conference taking submissions
WHITEFISH

I’m surprised how quiet it 
is. 

As I opened the door to 
the space below the grand-
stand at the Flathead County 
Fairgrounds, I braced myself 
for the hundreds of kids that 
my buddy Dennis Urban said 
would be there. 

He was right. There were 
hundreds of kids, but they 
were deeply absorbed: in their 
air rifles, safety protocol and 
targets. The shots they took 
sounded like raindrops on a tin 
roof.

Parents sat along the back 
wall while the kids in the 4-H 
Shooting Sports program — the 
biggest in the state — fired 
away in groups arranged 
according to experience.

“When they start out, the 
goal is, hit the paper” — never 
mind the targets printed on it, 
said Urban, who got started 
when his kid joined the pro-
gram. Thirty-three years on, 
he still spends Mondays and 
Thursdays from November to 
March patrolling the lines of 
shooters from 9 to 18 years old, 
giving tips and asking ques-
tions.

Rayna Mercer, 17, comes 
down from Whitefish to shoot 
weekly. Cascading red hair 
frames her pink safety glasses. 
Her phone juts out of her back 
pocket. She lifts her rifle many 
times and confers quietly with 
her adult sitting behind her, 
who inspects the target at the 
far side of the room with bin-
oculars.

After her 30 shots, Mercer 
waits until the range is clear 
before checking the results. I 
ask how she did.

“Pretty good!” The patience 
and discussion paid off.

“Did you learn anything you 
didn’t know before?” Urban 
asks. 

“Yeah,” she says, “how to 
use the sights.”

Kristi Davis, the county 
coordinator for shooting sports, 
said the program has about 
100 kids in rifle, another 130 in 
archery. Kids pay $2 per ses-
sion, and most use club equip-
ment, supported by a booth at 
the fair.

Parent George Darrow 
brought his four kids: two are 
in archery, and the young-
est ones color with crayons 
brought in by another longtime 
volunteer, Marcia Burns.

It’s the Darrows’ first year 
in the program. When the 
club’s recent invitational came 
up, Darrow says his eldest said, 
“‘I’ll try it!” He was nervous, 
but he came in first.” 

The competition and the 
practice couldn’t happen 
without the many adult vol-
unteers in orange safety 
vests. According to a biannual 
report issued last month by 
the U.S. Census Bureau and 
AmeriCorps, Montana ranks 
ninth in “formal volunteering” 
(through organizations) and 
first in “informal,” say, helping 
someone fix a flat.

Regardless, research shows 
that volunteers receive more 
than they give: from increased 
connection and experience, to 
benefits for mind and body, 
and feelings of fun and fulfill-
ment.

Cassie Mogilner, a Wharton 
professor who conducted stud-
ies about volunteering, found 
that those who gave their time 
felt they then had more of it. In 
an interview, she said, “People 
who give time feel more capa-
ble, confident, and useful.” 
After volunteering, she said, 
“they feel more effective, and 
that enhances their productiv-
ity.”

By giving time at the range, 
the volunteers make more time 
for themselves, even if it’s not 
their aim.

For Urban, it’s simple. He 
lights up quoting Pat McVay, 
who founded the shooting 
sports program in Montana: 
“Time spent with a kid is 
never wasted.”

Margaret E. Davis, executive 
director of the Northwest Montana 
History Museum, can be reached 
at mdavis@dailyinterlake.com

If time’s flying, 
give some away

Scenes from the 
Barstool Ski Races at 
Cabin Fever Days in 
Martin City on Saturday, 
Feb. 11. The events at 
Cabin Fever Days serve 

as a fundraiser to help 
support Hungry Horse, 
Martin City Volunteer 
Fire Department and the 
Canyon Quick Response 
Unit.

Going for a ride at Cabin Fever Days
PARTICIPANTS RACE down Sugar Hill during the Barstool Ski Races at Cabin Fever Days in Martin City on 
Saturday, Feb. 11. 

A PARTICIPANT races down Sugar Hill during the 
Barstool Ski Races at Cabin Fever Days in Martin City 
on Saturday, Feb. 11. Photos by Casey Kreider/Daily Inter Lake

PARTICIPANTS RACE down Sugar Hill during the Barstool Ski Races at 
Cabin Fever Days in Martin City on Saturday, Feb. 11.
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